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Rye Playland is the last complete legacy amusement park left in the New York City metropolitan area, and is listed on the National Register of Historical Places.    (Coney Island was never an enclosed amusement park, it is a district that was home to several historical parks, all of which are gone today, the last of those was Steeplechase Park closing 50 years ago this month.)   

Playland (at present anyway) is also one of the few government-owned and operated amusement parks in the country.  It was built in 1928 as a better quality replacement for two earlier privately-owned parks, Paradise and Rye Beach,  that had attracted less desirable customers.  

The Carmel carousel here originally came from Savin Rock Park in West Haven CT  further to the East along the New England shore.     It had been restored twice, during the  late 1970's by Tracey Cameron, then again in 1990's by New England Carousel Museum.   The band used to be a Gavioli organ playing Artizan rolls but today is just the cabinet housing an instrument fashioned from church and theater organ parts by Gavin McDonough, converted to playing Wurlitzer 165 rolls.  The herd count is 48 jumping horses and 18 standing horses, plus 3 dragon chariots.

Over the past several years, the present Westchester county Executive has been trying to have Playland transferred to private management and its surroundings redeveloped for additional year-round recreation uses but this campaign had been met with fierce local opposition from those who viewed the original unilaterally-selected plans as seriously flawed and a detriment to the survival of the landmark amusement park.     The entire process is currently under review, with a new plan being sought.

