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Nunley's at Cradle of Aviation Museum,  Garden City

Murphy/Stein & Goldstein 1912

What might be referred to as the last surviving carousel that bore the Nunley name got its start at Golden City Amusement Park  on the Canarsie shore in Brooklyn.  With a Mangels frame and horses carved by Stein & Goldstein, it was assembled by the Nunley-Murphy partnership that also built the carousel now in Prospect Park.  The machine was called Murphy's carousel when it was located at GC along Jamaica Bay.  The amusement park struggled through the Great Depression, as well as survived a fire but met its demise when it was condemned in the late 1930's to make way for  construction of the Belt Parkway.  

Nunley then moved his carousel out in the suburbs to a small amusement park and pavillion he built in 1940 along Sunrise Highway at the Nassau county village of Baldwin.  This was actually one of several such establishments he owned in the region but  the only one that survived towards the end of the century.  In 1995, Nunley's successors had reached retirement age and sought to close and sell off the park, whose land had become highly valuable.  The carousel was consigned to Norton Auctioneers for a save-or-break sale that Fall, but after much local public outcry, at the last minute the county government moved to condemn the property and carousel so they could negotiate a fair market price with the owners and purchase the ride.  

The carousel was dismantled and stored in an old airplane hanger  at Mitchell Field where a collection of vintage planes was to evolve into the Cradle of Aviation Museum later that decade which would  adopt the historic ride.  A fundraising campaign was started by the Friends of Long Island Heritage for the carousel's restoration.  However that organization ceased to function after they lost their contracts to maintain other places on the island.  And so, the revival of Nunley's carousel had been put on hold indefinitely.

Meanwhile, with the carousel being so warehoused, a tug-of-war sprang up between two locations that desired it in their community...the village of Baldwin “who wanted it back” for their downtown, and the village of Oyster Bay on the North shore of the island, among whose supporters was famous rock star Billy Joel.  It took the pleas from 7-year old  Rachel Obergh before the Nassau county legislature to refocus everyone's attention again on restoring the carousel,  and along with her mother Beth, she started the Pennies For Ponies campaign, going among local schools and communities to raise money and awareness.  With this new effort, the county reaffirmed their original plans for the carousel to live at the new Cradle of Aviation Museum as part of the Long Island Museum Row in Garden City.

With fundraising goals finally met, late in 2007 all of the carousel's figures and parts were trucked to Ohio for restoration by Carousel Works, and returned to Long Island under two years later.  A new   round pavillion was built next door to the Aviation Museum to house Nunley's Carousel, which was rededicated in 2009, a decade and a half after its amusement park in Baldwin closed.

The carousel's herd today consists of 30 Jumping Horses, 11 Standing Horses, plus 1 Lion.   14 of the horses were carved by Illions, 3 of the standers & lion by Dentzel.   The “odd” animals were likely co-mingled  when Nunley dismantled his several carousels for off-season Winter storage.  

Music provided by a Wurlitzer 153 bandorgan now with an added MIDI option.  When the carousel operated in Baldwin, it also had a 165 band that was removed and sold off in 1980.  The carousel still has a working  Mangels brass ring arm.             

