
         A New York Carousel Rhapsody 2014

Jane's Carousel,  Brooklyn

PTC #61 1922

Jane's carousel was the 61st numbered ride built by the Philadelphia Toboggan Company and came to New York from its original home at Idora Park in Youngstown OH.  In fact, this carousel was previously visited there during the NCA Convention from Cleveland in the mid 1970's, so anybody who attended that year will be able to ride this same carousel again at a completely different location.  

Idora Park was a relatively small attraction that struggled to survive in the post-WW-II years and eventually succumbed to the changing economic climate of the early 1980's.  The park's 1984 closing sent the carousel to the Norton's auction block where it was rescued from breakup by a saving bid from Brooklyn developer David Wallentas and his wife Jane.  David was a big property owner along the East riverfront in the process of refashioning the old industrial warehouse blocks between  the Manhattan and Brooklyn Bridges into a thriving commercial and residential district, giving it the name of DUMBO, not after the Disney cartoon elephant character but an acronym standing for Down Under Manhattan Bridge Overpass.  He and Jane offered their newly-acquired carousel to the community as an amenity to make the area more attractive both for residents and visitors.  

So for the next several decades, while negotiations went on with City officials to designate a location for the carousel, Jane practically single-handedly performed the artistic restoration work on all the horses and carvings.  Only in the final year of work as the carousel's reassembly approached did Jane finally hire a staff to complete the job in a timely manner.

In 2006, Jane temporarily reassembled the carousel for the first time since it left Ohio, to make sure it was mechanically functional.  This took place in an abandoned candy factory building just across the street from where the carousel would be permanently standing.  Because the building had tight clearances for the carousel, at that point it was not officially certified for riding but only for display, though there was limited riding for special events.  Finally, five years later, PTC #61 was rebuilt inside it's new all-glass pavillion along the East River just North of the Brooklyn Bridge, and opened to the public with great fanfare.

A great way to reach Jane's carousel is via the East River Ferry service that departs from the Southeast corner of Midtown Manhattan and docks just a short walk away from the glass pavillion.

There were some who questioned the wisdom of putting up a carousel so close to the river's edge and for one night in 2012 their fears came true when Superstorm Sandy tore through the City.  The waters of the East River overflowed their banks and lapped at the tall glass windows enclosing the ride.  But thanks to a lot of  precautionary sandbagging, there was only minor equipment damage and the rest of the carousel survived the hurricane.

While at Idora Park, PTC #61 was the very first carousel to be placed on the National Register of Historic Places.  However, the National Park Service removed the designation when the carousel was dismantled for transport to New York City, so in the US government's eyes, it was officially “demolished”.  Jane has since been trying to have the National landmark status restored. 

Occupancy is by 48 horses and two chariots, outer row all stationery.

Music by Gebreuder Bruder model 107 bandorgan playing MIDI.

