
         A New York Carousel Rhapsody 2014

Heckscher, Hempstead Lake State Park

Illions 1914

Little is known about the history of this carousel prior to its  donation to this park by philanthropist August  Heckscher in 1929.  It is the only surviving Monarch II model built by Illions, which was a smaller 3-row machine than its more recognizable larger park-size counterparts.  Despite  its portable characteristics, Illions maintained his detailed Coney Island style of carving on this carousel and horses, unlike the comparable “country fair” style carousels built across the state in North Tonawanda.  

During the 1950's, there were 8 aluminum Allan Herschell horses swapped into the herd, after some of the original horses were damaged.  The originals were put back on the ride when Carousel Works did a complete restoration in 2003, while others missing  were replaced by horses from the defunct Willow Grove Park in PA and new carvings by CW.

Presently the carousel has a total of 36 jumper horses plus 2 Illions dragon chariots.  No bandorgan.

