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Through the first half of the 20th century, New York State had been graced with two centers of carousel manufacture, at opposite ends of the state from each other.  Here in the New York City metropolitan region, most of the classic carousels have been “home grown” so to speak from Coney Island.  This Easternmost carousel in the state is the only representative from the North Tonawanda school of carving around Buffalo, built by the Allan Herschell Company circa 1920.  (The factory building where this ride was built is still standing, and today is the Allan Herschell Carousel Museum.)  

Details of this carousel's early whereabouts have been sketchy, though it seems to be certain that it never left the state, even while travelling with a carnival.  It seemed to settle down on a fixed location in the early 1950's at a farmer's market in Bethpage (here on Long Island over in Nassau county, and that village was also home to Nunley's Happyland that had a Dentzel carousel).   In 1955, it was purchased by Grumman Aviation, based in Bethpage, for their employee picnic grounds at their plant in Calverton way to the East in Suffolk county.  Grumman was a major US defense contractor throughout the Cold War era, but was most famous for building the LEM Lunar Excursion Module that landed American astronauts on the Moon for the first time forty five years ago.   

Post-cold war Federal defense cutbacks in the mid-1990's led to Grumman's acquisition by competitor Northrop Aviation from Los Angeles CA, and the merged company sought to shed its properties in Long Island.  So the carousel was offered free to competing communities on the island, with the village of Greenport on the North Ford winning out.  

This 3-row carousel has 36 jumping horses.  In addition  there is a brass ring machine and 2 chariots that are not original to the ride.  No bandorgan,.

