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This year commemorates the 50th Anniversary of the 1964-1965 New York World's Fair which took place here at Flushing Meadows Corona Park half a century ago.  The carousel here outside the Queens Zoo was one of two that fair-goers enjoyed during those years.  At that time it was located in the fair's Lake Amusement Area across the Long Island Expressway.  After the World's Fair ended, the carousel was moved to its present location  as a permanent feature of this city park.

Like its fellow carousels in Central Park and Prospect Park, this carousel began its service in Coney Island, though actually as two distinct attractions.   The more famous of these was the fabulous carousel that was the centerpiece of Feltman's beer garden (where the hot dog is said to have been invented), considered to be one of the finest carved by Illions.  It turned inside  the restaurant until Feltman's closed in the 1940's though the carousel continued to run there until 20 years later and the property was purchased to become the newer Astroland Park.  .The modern space-age attraction moved the carousel away from its visible Surf Ave. location to a spot halfway across the block-long site, but then took down the carousel to make way for an observation tower.   The Feltman carousel demise was written up in an early 1964 New York Times article that included quotes by Fred Fried whose book A Pictorial History of The Carousel was about to be published.       

A pair of attorneys read the Times article and were encouraged by it to form the company American Cavalcade to purchase the Feltman carousel from Astroland and donate it to the World's Fair, where it was a popular attraction.  

By the time the Feltman carousel was purchased for the New York World's Fair, it was in rather poor condition so other horses were needed to fill in for those that had deteriorated, along with a frame to hold them all together.  Nearly at the same time, another historic Illions carousel had also been idled that originally turned at Stubbman's Beer Garden a few blocks to the West of Feltman's.  When that carousel's pavillion was torn down in the 1950's to make way for the New York Aquarium, the carousel was moved to the boardwalk outside the famous Steeplechase Park to replace another Illions ride that burned in a fire.    Then the Stubbman carousel was dismantled in the years prior to the 1964 closing of Steeplechase Park, thus making it available to complete the World's Fair carousel.   The remaining Feltman horses went into a private collection. 

The combined carousel today has a total of 71 horses plus one lion, along with 2 dragon chariots.

(24 horses from Feltman,  47 horses and the lion from Stubbman along with the frame, organ, roof, and chariots)  Sadly, the 87-keyless Gebreuder Bruder bandorgan has been silent from disrepair for almost 20 years, though recordings of the instrument do exist.

