
  A New York Carousel Rhapsody 2014

B&B Carousell,  Coney Island, Brooklyn

Borreli/Mangels Carmel 1929

What was once dozens of hand-carved wooden carousels that were mostly built and spun in Coney Island is now down to just this one, and even this one almost left.  But despite its Coney orgins, what would become the B&B Carousell actually first served its riders out around Lake Hopatcong NJ.   It was built by MD Borrelli on a 1909 Mangels frame purchased from a relation of Illions with horses by Carmel.  (How's that for carousel geaneology?)    These may have been the last complete set of horses carved by Carmel.  

Initially the carousel was at Nolan's Point Amusement Park for a couple of  seasons until the park suffered under the Great Depression and competition from nearby Bertrand Island Park.  When Nolan liquidated, the carousel then went to Bertrand Island until 1932 when it was purchased by partners Bischoff & Brienstein (hence “B&B”) who brought the ride back to its Brooklyn birthplace.  (At this time, an Illions ride called Bob's Carousel that had resided underneath a rollercoaster went to Bertrand Island replacing the Carmel—this eventually became the Circus World carousel in FL until the horses were later sold at auction in the 80's.)  

Back in Coney Island, the B&B set up shop in a Surf Ave. storefront literally next door to the entrance of the original grand Luna Park, where it remained until 2003, literally outlasting all of the other amusement attractions around until it stood alone.  During the last three decades in this storefront the carousel was co-owned by Jim McCullough (one of the brothers) and Mike Saltzstein.  It was Mike's sudden 2001 passing  that forced the surviving partner to offer the carousel for auction due to the huge inheritance taxes he was now liable for.   

The possibility that Coney Island was about to lose its last classic carousel  at auction either by export or dismemberment was not lost on many historians, enthusiasts, and local fun-seekers, and so various forces brought pressure on the City of New York to rescue another carousel, which they eventually did by direct purchase only a day before the auction was to commence.   Over the next decade, the carousel was restored in Ohio by Carousels & Carvings, and then reopened last year in a new round pavillion on the boardwalk at Steeplechase Plaza, next to the iconic Parachute Jump tower remaining from the famous Steeplechase Park that stood here until 50 years ago.

Complement of 36 Jumping Horses, 14 Standing Horses, 2 chariots.  One of the original chariots has been moved off the ride and replaced with a new ADA-compliant one.   One of the jumpers is actually a rare Lincoln “penny head” armored horse carved by Illions.  The lettering around Lincoln's head was hidden for many years under layers of paint until revealed during restoration.  The horse was originally part of the Stubbman carousel that turned elsewhere in Coney Island.  Today riders are no longer allowed on the Lincoln horse.

Music by  Gebreuder Bruder Elite bandorgan converted to play BAB 66-key rolls (may have been further converted to MIDI after recent restoration).

	
	


	
	

	
	


